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Welcome to Encyclopædia Britannica Online Library Edition. 
 
Encyclopædia Britannica Online Library Edition offers encyclopedias for students of all levels. To help you 
use the site more effectively we’ve created this short tour. It will guide you through Encyclopædia Britannica 
Online Library Edition, from the home page to a search results page and then an article page. You can also use to 
tour to help you choose the content and features appropriate for you. 
 
 
Britannica Online Library Edition’s Home Page 
The Home Page is an entryway to all the resources available on the site.  
 Search 

 
Find information quickly and 
easily by searching Britannica four 
encyclopedias, magazines and 
journals, the Web’s Best Sites, and 
our collection of videos. Simply 
type in a word or phrase in the 
search box and click Go.  
 
More Library Edition 
Features 
 
View of list of the many features 
available for the three different 
levels, including world atlases, 
timelines, and several ways to 
browse the encyclopedias. 

Choose a Level 
 
Select from the options on the right or click the buttons at the bottom of the page to choose the 
appropriate level: 
 

 Encyclopædia Britannica for adults 
 Britannica Student  for middle/secondary school students 
 Britannica Junior for primary school students 

 

Each includes an encyclopedia as well as magazines, Web sites, and videos. You can also explore 
a dictionary and thesaurus, a world atlas, timelines, and other features. 
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Encyclopædia Britannica Online Library Edition Search Results 
After entering a word or phrase in the search box and clicking Go, you will next see a page that looks something 
like this one. From the results that match your query, you can choose to examine one or more items closely or try 
another search. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Search Results 
 
Several different sources of information are available, 
displayed in different columns. 
 
Encyclopædia Britannica 
One of the most authoritative information sources in the 
world with over 73,000 articles. 
 
Britannica Student Encyclopedia 
Authoritative encyclopedia articles written for 
middle/secondary school students. 
 
Britannica Junior Encyclopedia 
Encyclopedia articles written for young students. 
 
Journals and Magazines 
A selection of current magazines and journal articles offer 
another angle on topics of interest. Available for three 
different levels. 
 
Britannica Concise Encyclopedia 
Brief articles for quick answers to a range of questions. 
 
The Web’s Best Sites 
Web sites reviewed by our editors expand your study across 
the Internet. 
 
Multimedia 
Photos, illustrations, maps and videos from Britannica’s 
articles. 
 
When you identify a source that interests you, click on the 
title to view the encyclopedia article, Web site, video, or 
magazine article. 

Find Your Way 
 
Use the links below the 
header to return Home or get 
more help with the site. 
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Encyclopædia Britannica Online Library Edition Articles 
 
Britannica’s more than 123,000 articles are noted for their interesting and informative content. When you choose an 
Encyclopædia Britannica article you will see a page that looks like this one. If you choose a Britannica Student 
Encyclopedia article or Britannica Junior Encyclopedia article, you will see a slightly different display. For all the 
encyclopedias, we’ve included some features that will make exploring that content even easier.  
 

 

 

The Article 
 
The text of the article appears in the center of the page. Media 
that accompany articles are arranged to the left of the text. To 
see a larger version of an image or play a media element, 
click on it.  
 
Related content accompanies many of the articles. Use the 
buttons on the top of the left column to find maps, flags, 
tables, and more. For example, click “Images” to see a list of 
images indexed to whale. 
 
Longer articles are divided into separate pages. You’ll find a 
link to the next section at the top and bottom of the page. 
  
You can also go directly to different sections of the article by 
using the article’s table of contents, which is also displayed 
on the left side of the page. Some tables of contents are very 
detailed and include subheadings as well as headings. Click 
the plus sign (+) next to a heading to view subheadings. You 
can also display the entire table of contents by clicking the 
link at the top. 
 
If you’d like to print an article, you can switch to a printer-
friendly format. You can share an article with a friend via e-
mail. Also, if you plan to refer to an article in a report or 
paper, we provide a correctly formatted citation. Just click on 
the Print, E-mail, and Cite links at the top of the article. 

Find Your Way 
 
Use the links below the 
header to return to Home or 
get more help with the site. 

Switch Level 
 
You can choose a level appropriate for you. Encyclopædia 
Britannica offers content for adults; Britannica Student 
offers content for middle/secondary school students; or 
Britannica Junior offers content for primary school students. 
Each level offers a variety of ways to browse the 
encyclopedia as well as an atlas and timelines. 
 
You can also quickly see search results from other levels by 
entering a word in the Search Again box then selecting an 
encyclopedia from the menu and clicking Go. 
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